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Population: Circa 20 Million

Currency: Australian Dollar AUS $

Visa Requirements 
There are various visas one can obtain in order to work in the UK: 

• Working Holiday Visa - WHV (Class 417)- This visa is available to people aged between 18 and 30 who wish to supplement their travels by working in Australia. To be eligible for this visa you must hold a passport from the UK or one of the countries participating in this scheme. This visa is valid for 12 months from date of entry and will allow you to work for up to 6 months with each employer or study or train for up to 4 months. You may be eligible to apply for a second WHV if you have completed three months of seasonal work in regional Australia while on your first Working Holiday visa
• Sponsored Business Visa (Class 457) – This visa is for employers who would like to employ overseas workers to fill nominated skilled positions in Australia. Employers can either be Australian or overseas businesses and can sponsor for a period of 3 months up to 4 years. 
· Skilled Migrants Visa – This programme allows skilled migrations fro people who are not sponsored by an employer who have skills and occupations that are required in Australia. The Department of Employment has identified Accountants as a profession that is currently in short supply and is on the “Migrants Occupations in Demand list”. 
· Family Visa – There are a number of visa options for fiance(e)s, partners, children, parents and other family members of Australian citizens, Australian permanent residents or eligible New Zealand citizens.
For more information regarding eligibility, application procedures and requirements it is advisable to visit the Department of immigration and citizenship at www.immi.gov.au 



 

 

 


Accommodation 
You can expect to find a place to stay within 2 weeks of beginning your search for accommodation in Sydney. Rent is approximately $150/ $200/ wk for a room in a shared house or apartment in Sydney and utility bills will be on top of this. If you are renting on your own you may have to sign a lease for 6-12 months. 

Whether you are looking for accommodation on your own, with other people or trying to find a flat mate all the information you will need is on the following websites. 
www.domain.com.au
www.flatmates.com.au
www.gumtree.com.au

For hostels with excellent discounts? Contact YHA Travel

www.yha.com.au
Banking 
To open a bank account in your first six weeks of arrival, you will only need one form of identification your passport. After six weeks you will be asked for additional piece of identification; driver’s licence and/or birth certificate, credit cards are all acceptable.
Major retail banks include: 

Westpac 


www.westpac.com.au
Commonwealth Bank 

www.commonwealthbank.com.au
ANZ



www.anz.com.au
NAB



www.nabgroup.com


 

 

 


Food & Beverage 
Sydney has some of the best food in the world to suit all budgets you will be spoilt for choice whether you want Modern Australia, European, Asian or fast food.
	Item 
	AUD$ 

	Meal for 2 (inc. a bottle of wine) 
	80.00

	A Schooner of Beer 
	4.50

	Litre of Milk 
	2.90

	Loaf of Bread 
	4.00




 

 

 


Leisure 
There is plenty to see and do in and around Sydney, surrounded by national parks and an abundance of beaches to choose from take advantage of the great weather for weekends away camping, bush walking, surfing or a little sun, sea and relaxation. If you are interested in sport there is plenty to choose from at reasonable prices and tickets are easily accessible. Alternatively there is a huge variety of great bars and restaurants with cuisines from all around the globe.  For more information visit these websites.
Sport:

Cricket



www.baggygreen.com.au
Rugby Union


www.rugby.com.au
Rugby League


www.nrl.com.au
Surfing



www.realsurf.com.au 




www.aquabumps.com.au 
Entertainment:
Sydney Guide 

www.sydneyguide.net.au
Ticketek


www.ticketek.com.au
Sydney Opera House

www.sydneyoperahouse.com
Bridge Climb


www.bridgeclimb.com 
Eating / Restaurants

www.citysearch.com.au
Retail / Shopping

www.myer.com.au




www.davidjones.com.au
Medical 
Australia has a state healthcare scheme called Medicare and has signed reciprocal healthcare agreements with a multitude of countries including the UK. It is a good idea to register with Medicare when you arrive in Australia.
 
For further information, visit: www.hic.gov.au/medicare 
Salaries & Taxes 
The Australian economy continues to be one of the strongest in the world with Sydney at its heart being the financial services centre. Growth in this sector coupled with a record low unemployment has meant demand is high for qualified accountants looking for contract or permanent job opportunities. With a financial services market almost half the size of London and with many Regional head offices based in Sydney there is a diverse range of work with some of the worlds leading organisations. Experience from the UK is highly sort after and a premium may often be paid for financial services experience but remember you will be paying Australian tax under the PAYG system. To work in Australia you must first obtain a tax file number. To find out more about the Australian tax system visit www.ato.gov.au. 

Superannuation

Superannuation is best explained as a compulsory pension contribution. The current contribution is 9% of salary and your employer will automatically pay this on your behalf to a Superannuation Fund. For further information go to: www.ato.gov.au/super/content.asp?doc=/content/23499.htm

For more detailed information please see the latest salary guide below. 

	Position 
	Sydney        (per hour)
	Sydney      (Salary)

	Finance 
	
	

	Fund Accounting 
	 $40 - $55 
	$80   - $110K

	Business Analyst 
	 $40 - $60 
	$90   - $120K

	Newly Qualified Accountant 
	 $45 - $55 
	$80   - $100K

	Product Controller 
	 $50 - $60
	$90   - $130K

	Management Accountant 
	 $45 - $60
	$75   - $120K

	Financial Accountant 
	 $45 - $60
	$80   - $120K

	Internal / External Audit 
	 $45 - $60
	$80   - $140K

	Finance Managers/Directors
	 $60 - $90
	$100 - $150K


*The above table is based on basic salary only. Other benefits and bonuses are in addition to these figures. The figures in this survey are a guideline only.
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Transport 
Sydney has excellent transport networks that can easily take you wherever you wish to travel. A Travel Pass will give you the most flexibility when using public transport giving you unlimited travel per week / month /quarter on Buses Ferries and Trains starting from $32 per week. 

	General:
	www.131500.com.au
or phone 131500

	Buses:
	www.sydneybuses.info 

	Ferries:
	www.sydneyferries.info 

	Trains:
	www.cityrail.info 


Referrals
Because it is such a competitive market at the moment, we are always welcoming referrals from our candidates. Morgan McKinley deal with most roles within the financial sector, so even if you are unsure, it would be greatly appreciated if you could pass on any referrals to the relevant international candidate manager. Whether it is a friend who has only recently arrived to Sydney or a colleague who is currently working but is just curious to feel out what roles are available in the market, we are happy to assist and answer any queries they may have. Please ask our International Candidate Manager what referral scheme we are running at the time of your referral.

For referrals or any general inquires please email ncurley@morganmckinley.com.au or call on +61 2 8986 3108.
Morgan McKinley, Level 10, 17 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000

T: +61 2 8986 3100        F: +61 2 8986 3101        www.morganmckinley.com.au

Accreate, ECHM, Imprint Search & Selection, Morgan McKinley and WoodHamill operate as part of the Imprint Plc group


